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Refrain

The Voluntary   O Come, O Come Emmanuel		  arr. Gerald Near (b. 1942)

Sung by all.
The Opening Hymn		  Veni, veni, Emmanuel

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD, RITE II
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

	 20 December 2020Founded 31 May 1828

The people standing, the Celebrant begins	
		  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Then the Celebrant says
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord.
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment
greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 
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The Celebrant then says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept.

Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Sung by all.
Kyrie   Lord, have mercy upon us		 Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena; Healey Willan 



The Celebrant says to the people
The Collect of the Day		

		  The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect.
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his 
coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people sit.
The Old Testament Lesson   		  2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16	

Lector	 A Reading from the Second Book of Samuel.	
When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but 
the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for 
the Lord is with you.”
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a house since 
the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about 
in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I 
ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my 
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you 
shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you 
went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 
will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildo-
ers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people 
Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that the 
Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before 
me; your throne shall be established forever.	
Lector	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.      

The canticle is recited in unison.
Canticle 15   Magnificat

	 1	 My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
		  my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
				    for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
	 2	 From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
				    the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name.
	 3	 He has mercy on those who fear him *



				    in every generation.
	 4	 He has shown the strength of his arm, *
				    he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
	 5	 He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
				    and has lifted up the lowly.
	 6	 He has filled the hungry with good things, *
				    and the rich he has sent away empty.
	 7	 He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
				    for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
	 8	 The promise he made to our fathers, *
				    to Abraham and his children for ever.
		  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
				    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Epistle			    		  Romans 16.25-27
Lector	 A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Romans.	
Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but is now 
disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to 
the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith– to the only wise God, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
Lector	 The Word of the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Sung by all.
The Sequence Hymn		  Gabriel’s Message
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Then, all standing, the Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel	 	 Luke 1.26-38	
		  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will 
be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Celebrant	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

The people are seated.
The Sermon					    The Rev’d Molly Payne-Hardin
The people stand.
The Nicene Creed	 	
We believe in one God,
    the Father, the Almighty,
    maker of heaven and earth,
    of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
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    the only Son of God,
    eternally begotten of the Father,
    God from God, Light from Light,
    true God from true God,
    begotten, not made,
    of one Being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven:
    by the power of the Holy Spirit
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
        and was made man.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
        he suffered death and was buried.
        On the third day he rose again
            in accordance with the Scriptures;
        he ascended into heaven
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
    He has spoken through the Prophets.
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

In the course of the silence after each bidding, the People offer their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
The Prayers of the People   Form II	 	
I ask your prayers for God’s people throughout the world; for our Bishop, DeDe Duncan-Probe; 
for this gathering; and for all ministers and people.
Pray for the Church.
Silence
I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-being of all people.
Pray for justice and peace.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those in prison.
Pray for those in any need or trouble, Ian, Bob, Norma, Lisa, Rachel, Stephen, Sammy, and Tina. 
Silence



I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of him.
Pray that they may find and be found by him.
Silence
I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died.
Silence
We pray for all who are serving in the Armed Forces, especially Ben Miller and Kyle Hesse during 
his deployment. 
I invite your additional prayers and thanksgivings, either silently or aloud.
Silence
Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored.
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day.
Silence

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Anthem   For Unto Us a Child is Born from Messiah, HWV56 	 George F. Handel (1685-1759)
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlast-
ing Father, the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9.6)

Sackets Harbor Vocal Arts Ensemble and Orchestra
from the 100th performance on the Trinity Concert Series, December 22, 2019

Said by all.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says
The Advent Blessing

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin.  Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, joy-
ful in hope, and constant in love.  Amen.



May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded with 
unending life.  Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever.  Amen.

Sung by all.
The Closing Hymn		  St. George
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The Voluntary   From Heaven Above to Earth I Come	 Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)
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