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Greetings from Trinity!

This profile is designed to give you an honest picture of our parish’s 
present, a bit of our past and a hint of the future. It will also give you a 
glimpse of the wider community.

As you read you may notice that our vision of the future is not as clear 
as our past and present. However, the parishioners of Trinity know God 
is present among us and has plans that we have not yet discovered. We 
are eager to know where He is leading us. We pray that our new leader 
will help us in this discernment and equip us for our ministry/mission 
within our parish and in the community.

We know that it must be a joint commission for laity and a rector to 
work together to develop our faith in both content and action. Though 
the future may be unclear, we are prayerful parishioners who enjoy a 
healthy relationship with one another. We have great respect for clergy 
and are blessed with a skilled staff, an historic church building, a new 
parish center, a fine music program, endowments, and a roster of com-
mitted volunteers. This is a strong foundation on which our new rector 
can build and grow a loving community.

God does have a plan for us, and we are eager to work together to dis-
cover His blessings to come.

Faithfully,
The Search Committee of Trinity Church



Worship at trinity

My House Shall Be Called of All Nations a House of Prayer

“Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
is given for you.  Do this in remem-
brance of me.”

“Drink this, all of you: This is my 
Blood of the new Covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever 
you drink it, do this for the remem-
brance of me.”
 

Worship and liturgy are central to the life of Trinity Church. Many observe a practice 
of silence in the church prior to the Eucharist in order to leave the secular world be-
hind for a time and prepare ourselves for the liturgy. Our Eucharist services usually 
follow Rite II, except for the penitential seasons of Advent and Lent, when we choose 
to use Rite I. Coffee hour in the parish hall follows the second service, an extension 
of the community of the Lord’s Supper we have just celebrated.

On the first and third Mondays of each month, Evening Prayer is held at Ives Hill 
Retirement Community at 4 p.m.

Traditionally, a simple Holy Eucharist is held on Wednesday evening. This service is 
often followed by a potluck supper and adult education.

Sunday
8 a.m.

Holy Eucharist

A simple service 
with two hymns and 

sermon

Sunday
10:30 a.m.

Choral Eucharist

This service in-
cludes musical 
offerings by the 

Chancel Choir, con-
gregational hymns, 
service music and 

sermon.

1st Sunday

The 1st Sunday of 
each month is a 

combined service held 
at 9:30 a.m. 

This is similar to the 
10:30 service followed 

by fellowship and a 
potluck.



The service of Lessons and Carols has become a 
part of regular celebration during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons.

Christmas Eve and Easter are highlights of our li-
turgical year. Christmas Eve offers a choice of two 
services. An early evening Eucharist and a later 
Candlelight Eucharist are celebrated.

During Lent, we gather for the Imposition of Ashes 
on Ash Wednesday, as well as a sung Great Litany 
the First Sunday in Lent. Both Maundy Thursday 
and Good Friday services are held, and, for several 
years past, a districtwide Great Vigil of Easter has 
been celebrated. 

Christmas 2017

Easter 2016

Because we understand Baptism to be an action by 
and in the community of faith, the rite is carried 
out as part of our regular Sunday worship service. 
Holy Baptism is especially appropriate at the Easter 
Vigil, on the Day of Pentecost, on All Saints’ Day or 
the Sunday after All Saints’ Day, and on the Feast of 
the Baptism of Our Lord (the First Sunday after the 
Epiphany). It is recommended that, as far as pos-
sible, Baptisms be reserved for these occasions or 
when a bishop is present. Private Baptisms are not 
conducted, except in cases of extreme emergency.

 The Trinity Chancel Choir sings at the 10:30 Holy 
Eucharist on Sunday mornings, as well as holy days 
and special services. The 11-member Trinity Hand-
bell Choir plays approximately six times a year for 
both the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services. The 3,547-pipe 
Great Organ at Trinity is the largest musical instru-
ment in Northern New York, and Trinity is also home 
to a 9-note set of tower chimes, built and installed 
in 1899.

Special Services



historically speaking

OUR
NEW

RECTOR

Elliott 
Metcalf 
1968-83

Morgan 
Silbaugh 
1985-89

Donald 
Turner 

1991-2004

Clarke 
French 

2006-11

Richard 
Laribee 
2012-17

We’ve been guided and blessed with these five rectors over the last fifty years. Each of them 
brought unique gifts and perspectives, appreciated in different ways by our parish family.

In 2017 we said goodbye to Trinity House, a long-
standing and historic building which provided the 
Trinity family and the larger community a place for 
theater, concerts, sports and other social activities.  
This revered building served heroically, but had out-
lived its usefulness and safety for all.  

Trinity House

Through many generous pa-
rishioners, the new Macsherry 
Parish Center has now become 
the meeting place for our parish 
and diocesan events.  It is also a 
center for many community and 
service organization meetings.



On May 31, 1828, Trinity Church was officially organized as a parish.  Construction 
on the present Trinity Church building was begun April 1, 1889. The cornerstone 
was laid July 11, 1889, and on Tuesday, Sept. 9, 1890, the new building was conse-
crated by the Rt. Rev. Frederick Dan Huntington, then Bishop of Central New York.

In 1922, the entire chancel area of the church building was renovated to include the 
present marble altar, reredos, and the chancel and altar rails. Marble tiles were later 
laid in the aisles, and other redecorations and renovations were carried out. That 
summer also saw the first of periodic repairs to the church’s bell tower.

Two years later, the church received an E.M. Skinner pipe organ, which was replaced 
in 1970 with the present organ, built and installed by Hill, Norman & Beard, of Lon-
don, England. This instrument, one of Northern New York’s largest and finest musi-
cal instruments, is used weekly for worship services as well as recitals, concerts, and 
other performances.

On June 30, 2000, Trinity Church was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

In 2008, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, which was founded in 1867 in Watertown, be-
gan the process of merging with Trinity. The majority of St. Paul’s membership there-
after joined parish life at Trinity as the merger process continued.

Trinity is more than bricks and mortar. Our new rector will quickly discover that its 
people are the backbone of this worship community. When reading the page regard-
ing ‘Ministries,’ it is easy to see that there are many opportunities for church mem-
bers to serve. We look to our new rector to continue to guide us and grow the under-
taking of all these ministries.

The window of the Incarnation, located in the south transept



Finance

Trinity is a parish of giving people who offer their wealth and service to provide its 
members and the greater community with God’s spirit and the care we need.  

Our Rector’s Compensation
 
Our rector’s personal well-being is important to our parish:
 
The salary of Trinity’s rector is calculated for a full-time position and is negotiable 
based on experience. It is a competitive salary for this region of New York. Health care 
is an important component of the rector’s compensation as well. Full health-insurance 
coverage for a single employee, employee +1, or family, is provided per diocesan guide-
lines.

A housing allowance is provided as Trinity does not have a rectory. The employer’s por-
tion of SECA is also provided in the compensation package.

Our rector receives the following periods of leave:
    1) Four weeks of annual leave
    2) Two weeks for professional development
    3) Three months for Sabbatical after 6 years of service

Our Parish Family
Our parish includes many experienced, dedicated and committed members over the 
age of 60 and a healthy number over 80. We also have younger members, both indi-
viduals and families, who are equally committed to the parish and its commitment to 
worship and service. By the books, Trinity has an active membership of 165 baptized 
parishioners. Our average Sunday attendance is 82. Members of our parish family 
live, not only within the City of Watertown, but also in surrounding communities such 
as Fort Drum military installation, the villages of Philadelphia, Theresa, Clayton and 
Sackets Harbor and several other smaller communities.

The parish’s operating expenses for 2017 totaled $480,197. Total operating revenue 
for 2017 was $467,811. Pledged and non-pledged giving totaled $182,386 for the year, 
which was augmented with $280,364 from Trinity’s endowment.

Our parish family faces the challenge to increase giving and doing so from the perspec-
tive of giving back to God that which God has given us. 



Building Maintenance and Infrastructure
The existing church was built 
in 1889. Trinity’s first parish 
house (1888) was replaced in 
1912 by a second building, 
also known as Trinity House. 
Since that time, maintenance 
of buildings and infrastruc-
ture have been an ongoing re-
sponsibility of the parish and 
a major expense. In 2000, a 
major fundraising effort was 
undertaken to secure funds 
for a renovation of the church 
steeple. In 2010, Macsherry 
Parish Center was completed, 
providing the parish with an 
energy-efficient building intended to replace Trinity House, which had become too 
costly to maintain. In 2013, the church roof was replaced with new architectural shin-
gles. A re-wiring of the church was completed in 2016, including an updated lighting 
system. In 2017, Trinity House was demolished. Considerable effort has been put into 
reducing long-term maintenance costs. 

Because we value our historic building, a major fundraising campaign to secure the 
capital needed to complete critical maintenance to the steeple and church exterior 
must be undertaken in the near future.

Our Endowments
Trinity has a generous endowment comprised of mostly restricted funds (Haas Fund, 
Cuthbert/Thornton Fund) and partially restricted funds (General Fund, Moore/An-
derson and Capital funds). 
 
The Haas Fund and Flower/Hungerford Fund are restricted to only expending the in-
terest and dividends which are provided to the church on a monthly basis. 
 
The Capital Fund, Moore/Anderson Fund, General Fund and Cuthbert/Thornton 
Fund restrict how their funds may be used, but are not restricted to the use of only 
interest and dividends.
 
The operations of the Church, including building and property maintenance, are aug-
mented with income from the Haas Fund, Moore/Anderson Fund and Cuthbert/Thorn-
ton Fund. Recent capital projects have been supported by the Capital Fund account.  
 
The Flower/Hungerford Fund provides funding for the Rector’s Discretionary Fund.



Ministries

WORSHIP         HOSPITALITY            SERVICE
The above three words are a capsule of Trinity’s lay people. Our parishioners serve in 
ministry groups to assist and enrich our worship services. These groups include the 
acolytes, Altar Guild, ushers, choir, musicians, Lay Eucharistic Ministers, lectors and 
intercessors. Also, a few lay members work with our interim rector with lay pastoral 
care to serve those in our parish community in special need. These individuals include 
the Lay Eucharistic Visitors who carry the sacrament to those in nursing homes or 
confined at home.

The Episcopal Church Women (ECW) of Trinity 
Church provides opportunity for fellowship and ser-
vice to all women of the parish and the greater Wa-
tertown community. The ECW Ministries and Coffee 
Klatch began as the Prayer Shawl Ministry, creating 
prayer shawls to be delivered to those experiencing 
challenging life situations or celebrating happy oc-
casions. ECW Ministries and Coffee Klatch meets 
from 10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays in the parish hall.

As a member church, Trinity supports the mis-
sion and programs of the Watertown Urban Mission 
(WUM). Meals are prepared and served at Trinity for 
the Dollar Dinner program. School supplies are col-
lected for the annual School Supply Drive, and hats 
and mittens are collected for the annual coat drive. 
Last December’s “Reverse Advent Calendar” project 
collected more than 450 food and critical needs items 
for WUM. Last year during Lent, Trinity raised funds 
for WUM through the “Coins for Lent” project. An-
nually, coordinated by Trinity ECW, the parish pre-
pares a gift basket for the Urban Mission’s auction.

Trinity Table Top is a group created by a parishio-
ner in 2014 to engage the youth of Trinity and their 
friends in social activity. They meet in Macsherry Par-
ish Center the first and third Saturdays of the month 
to play table-top board games and enjoy snacks.



Now in its 13th season, the Trinity Concert Se-
ries has presented 90 performances to nearly 
15,000 concertgoers. Musicians from around 
the world perform on the series, and the series 
is known throughout the region for its great ven-
ue, outstanding artists and performances, and 
affordable prices. Founded in 2006 by the cur-

rent organist & choirmaster, the series is also home to Watertown Musica Viva, a 20-
24 voice semi-professional a cappella ensemble. Additionally, the Sackets Harbor Vo-
cal Arts Ensemble and Orchestra perform a large-scale choral concert annually. Visit 
www.trinityconcerts.org for more details.

The members of Trinity reach out to the parish and the community through many 
ministries, a few of which include:
     • Flower delivery
     • Coffee hour volunteers
     • Sending greeting cards to parishioners (birthdays, anniversaries & other spe-
 cial occasions)
     • Chancel and Handbell choirs
     • Watertown Urban Mission (WUM) (food delivery and on-site volunteers)
     • Transportation to church services
     • Citywide competitive ‘Chili Cook-Off’ (a fundraiser for the Volunteer 
 Transportation Center)
     • Dollar Dinner sponsor (a series of $1 potluck dinners provided by various 
 organizations throughout the community)
     • ECW annual Christmas bazaar and spring rummage sale
     • Office volunteers 
     • Maintenance of gardens and landscape
     • Red Cross blood drives 

The parishioners of Trinity are thankful for the dedi-
cation of our organist & choirmaster, parish admin-
istrator, and sexton. Our staff members, who are 
each experts in their respective fields, are full-time 
paid employees who go well above and beyond their 
job duties. Our rectors have been fortunate to have 
enjoyed the expertise of this dedicated staff.

We are appreciative for the guidance, teaching, ad-
ministration of the sacraments and pastoral care 
from our interim rector, the Rev. Barb Schmitz. She 
has come to hold a special place in our parish family 
during this interregnum. 



places & spaces

Trinity is a church with places and spaces that meet 
the needs of the parish and provide a place for the 
larger community to use for a variety of events. 

Macsherry Parish Center is the building first entered 
by most people. A convenient handicap-accessible 
entrance from public parking ushers people into 
this multi-use building.

A colorful and fun nursery is one of the first spaces 
people notice as they enter the building. Profession-
al nursery care is available during our 10:30 a.m. 
service as well as during special services and Chris-
tian education as announced.  

The parish hall is the largest room of the building. It 
is the space used for Christian Education, our an-
nual Harvest Dinner, potluck suppers, large meet-
ings, the Christmas bazaar, annual ECW rummage 
sale, and many community events. 

Adjacent to the parish hall is our kitchen, second to 
none (in our opinion). This kitchen has a commer-
cial stove and dishwasher and counter space galore 
for the preparation of large dinners and receptions. 
It is often used for catered events.   

Dedicated spaces in Macsherry Parish Center in-
clude a reception area, offices for the rector, the par-
ish administrator and the organist & choirmaster, 
and a bookkeeping room. As well, there is a large 
multipurpose work area, the choir room, and the 
new library/conference room, completed in 2017.



Trinity’s church building, while the focal point of 
Sunday worship and special services, also provides 
a space for the Trinity Concert Series. This large 
space, with superior acoustics, is perfect for these 
professional concerts, which attract people from 
around the region.

Trinity’s chapel is a quaint and elegant space, per-
fect for our Wednesday evening services. In 2011, it 
was renamed the Chapel of St. Paul in honor of St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Church. The Fred H. Peterson Me-
morial Columbarium was moved to the chapel from 
St. Paul’s in December 2009.

The demolition of Trinity House has created a green 
space that has potential for any number of purposes 
in the future, based on the vision of the parish and 
the rector. This green space also leads one to the 
Elizabeth Haas Memorial Garden. It is a quiet, med-
itative space that remembers those who came before 
us and a place of interment. It is also the resting 
place for the cross rescued from atop Trinity House.

Fred H. Peterson Memorial 
Columbarium



the Wider coMMunity

The parish church is settled in the 
Northern New York community of 
the city of Watertown in Jefferson 
County.

This eastern end of Lake Ontario is 
noted for the beauty of the lake and 
the St. Lawrence River.  The sea-
sons offer the welcoming of spring, 
the heat of the summer, the beauty 
of fall and, of course, the bluster of 
winter. For the outdoor enthusiast 
it offers abundant activities for each 
season.

 
The Diocese of Central New York (CNY) is led by the Rt. Rev. Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe, 
consecrated as the 11th bishop of Central New York on December 3, 2016. The diocese 
is located in a long geographical region from the Thousand Islands in the north (near 
the Canadian border) to the southern New York city of Binghamton (near the Pennsyl-
vania border). Though the diocese is considered “upstate” New York, Watertown refers 
to itself as being in “Northern” New York.  We are connected to the diocesan office, 
located in Liverpool, N.Y., about an hour’s drive away by Interstate 81.  Adjacent to 
Liverpool is the larger city of Syracuse, where many cultural events take place. You 
can shop at Destiny USA (the 7th largest mall in America), study at Syracuse Univer-
sity, peruse museums and art galleries and attend plays and symphonies. For sports 
fans, there’s the acclaimed ACC member Syracuse University football, basketball, and 
lacrosse teams. Of course the seasonal favorite for all, The Great New York State Fair.

Though Watertown is a much smaller city, we have the advantage of the beauty of the 
Thousand Islands, Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence River. Towns along the river are 
a bustling tourist attraction in the summer months. Watertown is the county seat for 
Jefferson County and is a regional hub for a predominant agricultural community.

You can fly in and out of our area through the Watertown International Airport which 
is a direct connection to Philadelphia, Pa.

Education is an important commodity for our citizens as well. The city of Watertown 
has one public high school building (9-12), one middle school (7-8), one intermediate 
school (5-6) and five elementary schools (Pre-K–4). There is also a parochial school 
system operated by the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg, N.Y. One of the pre-

These doors lead us outward to serve our community

Why We Love It Here



mier colleges of the State University of New York (SUNY) system is located here as well: 
Jefferson Community College.

The city of Watertown was recently awarded $10 million dollars from New York State 
to enhance and revitalize the urban area. Local merchants have re-established them-
selves as a commercial force in the center of downtown. There is, as well, on the out-
skirts of Watertown, the Salmon Run Mall with well known retail stores and a large 
theater complex. The highway leading to the mall is a collection of other shopping 
stores, supermarkets, and a great variety of restaurants and many hotels. We also 
boast of four local television stations: WWNY(CBS), WPBSTV(PBS) HD, WWTI(ABC), 
WVNC(NBC) and a local FOX affiliate, all served by Time Warner Cable (Spectrum).

Watertown and the North Country region’s health care and emergency service is served 
by Samaritan Health Center located in the heart of the city. As well as a 290- bed hos-
pital, it will soon open its state-of-the-art cancer treatment center. There are also a 
number of nursing-home facilities, some connected to Samaritan Health Center.

A leading economic force for this region and especially for the city of Watertown is the 
presence of the premier army installation of Fort Drum. Today, as in the past, Fort 
Drum plays a vital role in the Watertown area. It is the home of the 10th Mountain 
Division Light Infantry (LT). The installation is located 6 miles outside of Watertown 
and is Northern New York’s largest single employer, contributing $1.2 billion dollars 
to the area’s economy in the past year. The installation is home to 15,000 soldiers and 
employs a work force of more than 3,700 civilians.

This region of the North Country is our home, our playground, our entertainment, our 
spiritual life, and a quality of living that enhances life for our children and families.

Please visit the links, provided below, for an enhanced view of just some of the many 
North Country opportunities:

www.trinityconcerts.org
www.visitadirondacks.com        
www.northcountrypublicradio.org
www.iloveny.com/places-to-go/1000-islands     
www.cnyhiking.com/TugHillStateForest.htm
www.cityofkingston.ca/explore/about-kingston
www.ottawatourism.ca
www.watertown-ny.gov                    (City government)
www.watertowndailytimes.com        (Local daily newspaper)
www.watertownny.com      (Greater Watertown-North Country Chamber of Commerce)
www.flowermemoriallibrary.org   (One of the country’s premier and historical libraries)
www.watertowncsd.org            (Watertown City School District)  
www.sunyjefferson.edu                   (Jefferson Community College)
www.convergys.com                        (A national call center located in the city)

For in-depth demographics of this community, please see here.

Watertown



Focus group Findings

Preparing for a search for a new rector is always a time of wonderment. In place of a 
questionnaire, the search committee formed focus groups to listen!  The voices and 
thoughts of our parish family are critical in this most important discernment pro-
cess. We have found that as a congregation we are closer together than we might 
have thought. We have heard one another, and that has made us think about our-
selves. We know we are a strong supporter of those in need. We worship and pray 
together because Jesus is at our center. We are bound together and have formed our 
camaraderie through the constancy of the liturgy and the Book of Common Prayer. 
Music is very important to us. We are concerned to preserve the heritage and struc-
ture of our church buildings. Newcomers have characterized Trinity as a welcoming 
community and open to all. One area where we struggle is the gap between the chil-
dren that once were a vital part of Trinity, and the small number of children pres-
ently engaged. 
 
 

From our discussions, we have discerned that we are not as active in the commu-
nity as we once were, and we would like that to be a focus of our attention for the 
future.  This may be because we are a somewhat older congregation, but there are 
those (younger and older) who are looking forward  to being led by a rector who val-
ues a very visible presence in this geographical area and with the diocese as well.  
Many parishioners expressed a strong desire to revitalize Trinity’s leadership in the 
city, to strengthen mission and outreach, and to deepen our spiritual understanding 
through study and prayer. There is also a great opportunity for us to be more in-
volved with the Fort Drum community.

… has the professional and personal qualities of a person whose heart is bound by 
God’s love, preaches His word, teaches biblical history, administers with integrity, 
leads our parishioners into service, and especially values music and pastoral care.  
Our new rector has a great opportunity to help form and lead us in connecting to the 
Fort Drum community, and will receive our support in return.

We encourage both single and married clergy to make Trinity their home. We have 
been pastored by both in various capacities and have come to love each one who has 
become a part of our family. There have been, throughout our history, those spouses 
who stand out. It is important for us to welcome and nurture our new rector, spouse 

The Rector who thrives at Trinity

How We See the Future



and family. It is as important that a rector’s spouse/family (if there is one) embrace 
us and our community as well. We ask for your love and guidance and we will honor 
your needs and your spirit.  

We pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you in your thinking about us and will send 
you to us with God’s love.

“The peace of the Lord be always with you”

 
 

The search committee is thankful to all the members of Trinity who have offered 
ideas, concerns, and prayers for the success of our effort to find you who may be 
reading this profile.  If this sounds like a place where the Holy Spirit might be lead-
ing you, please email your resume, OTM profile, and a letter of interest to:  

 
The Rev. Canon Carrie Schofield-Broadbent, 
Canon for Transition and Church Development

 
 

office: (315) 474-6596 x129  | carriesb@cnyepiscopal.org

 
 

Applications will be received
until a call is made.

 
 

 
 

The Episcopal Diocese of Central New York
1020 7th North Street, Suite 200

Liverpool, NY 13088
(315) 474-6596 

www.cnyepiscopal.org


